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his suggestion as to the way in which an immaculate character was secured 
to the conception of the Virgin. Evidently matters so deeply hidden from 
human scrutiny as these can afford but scanty ground for attacks where 
zeal for the faith is not mixed with partisan animosity. 

As is well known, a distinguishing feature of the philosophy of Rosmini 
is its profound stress upon the function of one basal idea. The simplest 
operation, it is argued, which we can predicate of the mind, implies the 
existence of a general idea. The conclusion follows that some general 
idea, instead of being the product of the mind's intelligence, must rather 
be constitutive of intelligence. Such an idea is that of being perfectly 
simple and indeterminate. As related to God, it is a logical entity corre- 
sponding to the infinite real entity. Communicated from its divine source, 
it becomes in the human mind the initial idea which provides for rational 
experience. To this fundamental tenet of Rosmini our author renders 
a most hearty approval. In his view it is adapted to overcome the Kantian 
subjectivism and to bring to a successful issue the struggle of philosophy 
to bridge the gap between the subjective and the objective. Probably 
Professor Morando will not induce many to accept his estimate of the merits 
of the Rosminian system. Nevertheless, by his able and learned treatise 
he has made a valuable contribution to the history pf philosophy, as well 
as paid a debt of gratitude to a revered master. 

Henry C. Sheldon. 
Boston University. 

SOURCES FOR THE HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION IN 
THE NETHERLANDS 

The Bibliotkeca Refortnatoria 1 is of great value to those who are able 
to read Dutch and desire to understand the Reformation in the Nether- 
lands. Secular and ecclesiastical authorities destroyed much of the 
literature favoring the Reformation, and of some of these writings not a 
trace can be found. Of some of the writings only a single specimen is 
extant. The editors of the Bibliotkeca Refortnatoria aim to republish 
some of the rarest and most important specimens of this literature in order 
to preserve them, to furnish sources for historical investigators, and also 
to serve persons who value devotional literature suitable for edifying and 
for reviving spiritual life. Two volumes have been published. Vol. I 

1 Bibliotkeca Refortnatoria Neerlandica. Geschrijten uit den Tijd der Hervorming 
in de Nederlanden opnieuw uitgegeven en van Inleidingen en Aanteekeningen voorzien. 
Door S. Cramer en F. Pijper. 'S-Gravenhage: Nijhoff, 1903, 1904. 2 vols, ix + 678 
and xii + 683 pages. 
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contains "Refutacie vant Salue Regina," "Vanden olden en nieuwen 
God gelooue ende leere," "Articulen van Baltasar Friberger," "Een 
schoon Exposicie wten LXVII Psalm," "Een Troost ende Spiegel der 
Siecken," "Vanden Propheet Baruch," "Spel van Sinnen op Dwerck der 
Apostolen," "Een Tafelspel," "Den Val der Roomscher Kercken," "Van 
het Nachtmaels Christi ende van de Misse;" and "Rvardi Tappart 
Apotheosis." Vol. II contains: "Het Offer des Heeren," and "Een 
Lietboecxken tracterende van den Offer des Heeren." 

"The Refutacie vant Salue Regina" is, as the title indicates, a refutation 
of the Salue Regina. Internal evidence indicates that it was written 
about the year 1524, and that it is of Dutch origin. The author is 
unknown. While he condemns the Salue Regina, he approves the Ave 
Maria. 

"Vanden olden en nieuwen, God gelooue ende leere" treats of the faith 
and doctrine concerning the old and the new god. Beginning with creation, 
the writer describes how the true God has been supplanted by false gods. 
In his treatment of the Church of Rome he tells how the bishop of Rome 
became the primate of the church, how he acquired secular power, what 
a struggle took place between popes and emperors, how the pope assumed 
the right of appointing kings and emperors, and what sort of oaths he 
required. This treatise is attributed to Thomas Miinzer or one of his 
followers. It was probably written by Miinzer himself before he fell 
into the extravagances for which he is notorious. The treatment discloses 
a greater historical knowledge than is usually attributed to Miinzer, but 
Dr. Pijper thinks that he possessed such knowledge. The oldest edition 
dates back to 1521, and was written in the German spoken in certain 
sections of Switzerland or Ober Schwaben. Only one copy of the Dutch 
translation is in existence. 

"Articulen van Baltasar Friberger" is a Dutch translation of eighteen 
syllogisms defended by Balthasar Hubmaier at Waldshut. This selection, 
which is dated 1524, contains a remarkable program of reformation, but 
no indication of the Anabaptist position afterward assumed by Hubmaier. 

"Een schoon Exposicie wten LXVII Psalm" is a translation of part 
of a sermon by Martin Luther on Psalm 67. The exposition deals with 
the financial abuses of Rome, and tells how the rascality, covetousness, 
and ambition of ecclesiastics have caused gifts to be diverted from the 
purpose designated by David. 

"Een Troost ende Spiegel der Siecken" is "A Consolation and Mirror 
for the Sick." The author is William Gnapheus, a renowned humanist, 
who died in 1568. Already in 1550 this work appeared in the "Index" 
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of books forbidden by the Pope. It is polemical as well as devotional 
in tone. Two friends, Tobias and Timothy, have a conversation about 
Lazarus, a sick neighbor. They deplore the way in which he has been 
neglected by the new chaplain. The clergy are dull and prefer reading 
the prayers of the breviary to visiting the sick, except when the rich are 
concerned. Tobias and Timothy each visit Lazarus in turn and seek to 
comfort him. In their conversation with him the abuses and errors of 
Rome are strongly condemned, while doctrines are set forth which, it is 
thought, will bring comfort to the sick. Everything is made to depend 
upon faith, and faith is described as the gift of God. Faith with the writer 
is really assurance. 

The author of "Vanden Propheet Baruch," "From the Prophet Bar- 
uch," belongs to the Reformers, but he finds the word of God in the apoc- 
ryphal book of Baruch. In this selection we have some instructive 
descriptions. He tells how the sick and maimed flock to images of wood 
and stone to bring gifts and obtain healing. How does it happen that so 
many cures seem to be wrought? The devil produces sickness to drive 
people to the images, and he leaves his victims when his purpose has been 
accomplished. The foolish people suppose that the image has wrought 
the miracle. By hanging rich gifts upon the image, while the poor are 
neglected, people bring wrath upon themselves. The intercession of the 
saints is also condemned by the writer, while Christ is set forth as the only 
mediator. The date of this selection is not given. A later edition bears 
the date 1558. 

"Spel van Sinnen op Dwerck der Apostolen,""An Allegory concerning 
the Work of the Apostles," is a miracle-play based upon the third, fourth, 
and fifth chapters of the Acts of the Apostles. Three crippled beggars 
are conversing before the temple, when Peter and John approach. Peter 
heals one of them, who has been a cripple from birth. The apostle kneels 
and offers a fervent prayer of thanksgiving. Israelitish men appear and 
express their astonishment over the healing. Peter delivers an address 
glorifying Christ. This completes the first act. During the intermission 
two comic figures, "False Prophet" and "Fair Hypocrite," occupy the 
time. They are very sarcastic in their remarks about the Romish clergy. 
In the second act the three Israelites who witnessed the miracle appear. 
They deplore the fact that their rulers have crucified Christ. When the 
cripple who was healed announces that Peter and John have been taken 
prisoners, they also deplore this action. The descriptions of the Jewish 
leaders are veiled reflections upon the leaders of the Church of Rome. 
After an intermission, during which "False Prophet" and "Fair Hypocrite" 
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again appear, the third act takes place. This represents the trial of Peter 
and John. Everybody would recognize this trial as a heresy trial. The 
author of the play may have been Wm. van Haecht, but this cannot be 
certainly established. It was already in existence in 1539. 

"Een Tafelspel" is "A Table Play." In the Middle Ages traveling 
poets often provided entertainment during meals. This play was used 
for such purpose. It is a dialogue between "Origin of Sins" and "Mani- 
fold Deceit." Origin of Sins offers to sell Manifold Deceit certain wares, 
among which are indulgence, usury, pride, self-interest, and hypocrisy. 
The inmates of monasteries are designated as the buyers of these wares. 
Pilgrimages are discussed in an ironical way. The author disapproves 
of salaried clergy, and opposes clergy who have studied at universities 
and form a separate class. He was doubtless an Anabaptist, and probably 
wrote his play about 1539. 

"Den Val der Roomscher Kercken," "The Fall of the Romish 
Churches," strongly condemns the mass, and, especially the worship of 
the consecrated wafer, while the Reformed view of the Lord's Supper is 
upheld. The author indulges in ridicule, irony, sneers, and cutting sar- 
casm. He sins against good taste as well as justice. His tone can be 
understood, though it cannot be justified, when we think of the terrible 
persecutions to which the followers of the Reformation were subject. Dr. 
Pijper traces the book to England. From certain expressions it is supposed 
to be a translation. It has been inferred from one edition that it first 
appeared at Norwich in the year 1550. In the library of the Dutch church 
in London there is a specimen printed in 1553. 

"Van het Nachtmaels Christi ende van deMisse"is a treatise of Micro- 
nius concerning the Lord's Supper and the mass. It was published in 
1552, while Micronius was a pastor in London. He was led to publish 
it by the persecutions suffered by the people of the Netherlands, who 
rejected the mass because they considered it idolatry. Micronius exposes 
the errors connected with the mass and sets forth the Reformed doctrine 
of the Lord's Supper. He treats of sacraments in general as well as the 
Lord's Supper. Anabaptists and Lutherans are opposed as well as the 
Church of Rome. 

"The Apotheosis of Rvard Tappart" is in Latin. The text is taken 
from the edition of 1656. It is a dialogue between Rvard Tappart, Genius, 
and Peter. According to the editor, it is not to be used for discovering 
facts so much as for indicating the impression events made in certain 
circles. The writer appears to have been a humanist, and either lived 
at the court of Charles V and Philip II or was closely related to persons 
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who had access to the highest circles. He is remarkably well acquainted 
with the most important events that have occurred in western Europe, 
and has a deep insight into political conditions. Religious leaders are 
more largely responsible for persecutions than secular rulers. Had 
Charles V not been misinformed, he would not have persecuted as he did. 
The author is very sarcastic in his representations of the Church of Rome 
and favors the Reformation. 

"Het Offer des Heeren," "The Lord's Sacrifice," is the oldest collection 
of letters written by Dutch Baptist martyrs in existence. It also includes 
messages concerning their imprisonment written by cotemporaries and 
coreligionists, and hymns composed about the martyrs. The collection 
was published in the days of persecution, and was eagerly read by the 
persecuted for whom it was a great source of comfort. It was sold at 
Utrecht before 1562. 

"Een Lietboecxken," "A Little Hymn Book," was first published in 
1563 and was designed to be an accompaniment to "The Lord's Sacri- 
fice." This consists of hymns about the martyrs. 

The collection not only enables the reader to discover conditions that 
led to the Reformation in the Netherlands and existed during the Refor- 
mation, but also to enter into the spirit of those who did so much to bring 
it to pass. 

J. Vander Metjlen. 

The University of Chicago. 



THE PROBLEM OF RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE. 

In his delightfully imaginative book on the world-view of the future, 1 
Heim pictures the thinker of today, in the present systems of scientific 
doctrine, as surrounded by fearful precipices from which there is but one 
escape, namely, in the acceptance of a mathematical formula, as not only 
the expression but the very substance of all reality. All reality consists 
of fundamental relations and exchangeable relations, or of distinctions and 
members of a distinction, and this reality comes into existence through 
decisions. His motto is taken from one of the Upanishads and reads in 
rude English: "This universe is nothing but soul." 

First, as becomes a modern philosopher, Heim considers the theory of 
knowledge itself, the traditional system in which there is an ego or subject 
which, by means of certain physical organs, obtains a knowledge, or what 

1 Das Weltbild der Zukunjt: Eine Auseinanderselzung zwischen Philosophie, 
Natururissenschajt und Theologie. Von Dr. Karl Heim. Berlin: Schwetschke, 1904. 
v + 299 pages. M. 4. 



